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Department of state 

WASHINGTON 


November 13, 1954 


MEMORANDUM FOR COLONEL A. J. GOODPASTER 
THE WHITE HOUSE 


Subject; Letter to the President from Prime Minister 
Ngo Dinh Diem of 'Vietnam 


Attached is a telegram containing a letter from the 
Prime Minister of Vietnam to the President, dated 
November 9. This message was sent following General Collins’ 
first visit with prime Minister Diem. The Department 
believes a reply is unnecessary. 




K; Scott 
Director 
Executive Secretariat 


Attachment : 

Saigon's telegram No. 1806 
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FROM: Saigon 

TO: Secretary of State 

NO: 1806, November 12, 7 p.m 


Control : 5352 

Rec’d: November 12, 195^ 
12:12 p.m. . 
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SENT DEPARTMENT 1086, REPEATED INFORMATION PARIS 597. 



Embassy has received letter from Ngo Dinh Diem to President 
Eisenhower dated November 9 . Text in free translation fol- 
lows: 


QUOTE. 

Mr. President: 

In the first visit which 
yesterday shortly after his arrival I had once more con- 
firmation of the increased interest taken by Your Excellency 
in the problem of Vietnam, the timeliness and importance of 
which was emphasized by your last letter. 

I thank you for the assurances which you give me on the sub- 
ject of general aid which the United States has been furnish* 
ing to my country for several years in many forms and most 
particularly the assurances which you give me on the subject 
of direct aid a program for which you have asked the Ameri- 
can Ambassador to study with me. 

Needless to say, on my part I am firmly determined to con- 
tinue my efforts to carry out all necessary reforms in or- 
der to satisfy the aspirations of the Vietnamese people while 
fighting against Communism. 

In this task, if I have not been able to advance as quickly 
as I should have liked with a more obvious and complete effect- 
iveness it is because I have encountered so many private am- 
bitions as well as foreign interests as the Ambassador of Viet- 
nam has explained to your government and as I myself have in- 
formed the American Ambassador to Vietnam and also General 
Lawton Collins yesterday, rapidly, on his first visit. 

But from this sad situation which my government has inherited 
and which is the result of a difficult past I have no doubt 
that we will soon emerge with the support of the United States, 
if it continues, energetic and clear, in concert with the sup- 
port of France. 
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-2-1806, November 12, 7 p.m., from Saigon. 

I beg Your Excellency to accept the assurances of my very 
high consideration. Signed Ngo Dinh Diem. 

UNQUOTE. 
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